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INTERNATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL DAY

 Tuesday 2nd October 2001

www.iwalktoschool.org
An invitation to schools, students and parents in Europe, to join IWTSD in 2001

Some very successful “Walk To School” promotional events have been held in a number of countries in recent years. Organisers in each country are joining forces again this year to promote International Walk To School Day on Tuesday 2nd October 2001. We want to encourage parents to walk with their children, to and from school, leaving the car behind for one day.

The main shared aim is to promote walking to school as a beneficial, viable, healthy alternative to the car.

WHY AN INTERNATIONAL DAY?

An International day creates a higher level of awareness of the issues surrounding the journey to school, and at the same time is an opportunity to share expertise and promote best practice.

For many parents, the car has become the main means of transporting their children to and from school. Convenience, work commitments, safety concerns and general changes in lifestyle in a growing economy are just some of the factors influencing their choice of travel mode.

The proportion of journeys to school made by car has increased considerably in the last 10 years, with the knock-on effect being a gradual decline in the numbers of children walking to and from school on a regular basis. 

The consequences of this change include:

· increased traffic congestion and pollution at peak hours

· children having less opportunity to develop the vital road crossing skills they need as pedestrians

· children receiving reduced levels of daily physical exercise, which impacts on general health and well-being

· children building up car dependency habits at an early stage in their development, which will be difficult to change as they become independent young adults.

· increased vulnerability of those children who do still walk to school, where so many others are driven.

Therefore, the general themes that will be promoted during the event include: increasing daily physical activity, improving safety, enhancing the environment, reducing levels of crime, developing community cohesion, promoting social interaction and reducing traffic congestion, pollution and speed near schools.

The goal is much greater than simply a one day media event. It has proven to be very effective for building awareness, education and action on the part of local residents and professional public servants. It’s also a great opportunity for creating powerful partnerships across the health, education, safety and transportation sectors.

WHO’S INVOLVED?

The initial group of countries which worked together on this project last year were Great Britain, Canada, USA, Republic of Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Gibraltar, South Africa and Cyprus.

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE?

There is now a dedicated International Walk To School website.

www.iwalktoschool.org
This features:

· successful national programs, ideas and resources from around the world

· hotlinks to useful sites and contacts in each country

· downloadable information fact sheets

· walkability surveys

· a schools links page where teachers and students in different countries will be able to make contact with each other and share ideas and experiences

For further details please contact:

Robert Smith, Team Leader, Dorset Road Safety, Chair, International Walk To School Committee

Road Safety Section

Dorset County Council

County Hall

Dorchester

Dorset 

England

DT1 1XJ

TEL: 01305 224680

FAX: 01305 224771

e-mail: r.smith@dorset-cc.gov.uk 
web:  www.walktoschool.org.uk
